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Composition of the Atmosphere Near the Earth’s Surface

PERMANENT GASES i](ﬁﬁ;( VARIABLE GASES . E_I'ﬁﬁ;(
Percent (by Volume) Percent
Gas Symbaol Dry Air Gas (and Particles) Symbol (by Volume)

Nitrogen N, §§ 78.08 Water vapor *gﬁ H,O 0to4
Oxygen 0, &i 20.95 Carbon dioxide ,‘,‘x','ﬁjj‘ A€o, 0.038
Argon ar ZIVAY 03 Methane AR CH, 0.00017
Neon Ne RAS, 00018 Nitrous oxide 1 BR{E 2B F|N.0 0.00003
Helium HAY 22— L0005 Ozone v 4 0, 0.000004
Hydrogen H. Zk% 0.00006 Particles ( dust, soot, etc.) 9:') 0.000001
Xenon Xe q:-t) J >, 0.000009 Chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs) [ j/ﬁ 0.00000002

*For COy, 380 parts per million means that out of every million air molecules, 380 are CO, molecules.
{5tratospheric values at altitudes between 11 km and 50 km are about 5 to 12 ppm.

Parts per
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1000 1159 12,3 64 b 110
425 T67 1.6 86 ] 185
a0 493 6.8 65 4 203
850 1455 3,2 77 4 260
200 1447 —0,8 ao 5 331
T00 24938 —8,3 44 13 300
G600 4177 =154 i1 16 286
500 h528 —24.6 B 20 290
A0 7142 —28.2 3 46 283
A50 a0a7 —33.5 3 57 279
300 9160 —38.1 7 T0 284
250 10368 —45,7 rr a7l 284
200 11860 —44.4 rr 549 271
175 12738 —48,3 L ad 2648
150 13741 —52.5 i 56 275
125 14415 —h4.4 Ly 41 275
100 16326 —o0,2 L 34 268
70 18517 —61,5 L 21 263
S0 20623 —57.5 Ly 4 258
40 22053 —53.5 iy 1 221
a0 234910 —51,7 iy 5 151
20 s JEF iy rr iy
15 i iy i rr iy
0 Fid Frr L, LrF Fid
5 iy i Fr i Fid
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Temperature Both air pressure and air density decrease with increasing altitude.
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ALTITUDE TEMP. PRESSURE PREE%BRE DENSITY| SOUND

(Feet) (Meters) (") (hPa)| (in. Hg.) (kt)
40,000 12,192 565 188 554 0.1851 02462 573
39,000 11,887 565 197 581 01942 02583 573
38,000 11,582 -56.5 206 6.10) 02038 0.2710 573
37,000 11,278 565 217 6.40) 02138 02844 573
36,000 10,973 -56.3 227 6.71 02243 02981 573
35,000 10,668 -54.3 238 7.04 0.2353]  0.3099 576
34,000 10,363 -52 4 250 738 02467 03220 579
33,000 10,058 -50.4 262 7.74 0.2586| 0.3345 581
32,000 9 754 -48 4 274 811 02709 03473 584
31,000 9,449 -48 .4 287 8.49 02837  0.3605 586
30,000 9,144 -44 4 301 889 02970 03741 589
29,000 8,839 425 315 9.30| 0.3107| 0.3881 591
28,000 8,534 -40.5 329 9.73 0.3250]  0.4025 594
27,000 8,230 -385 344 1017 03398 04173 597
26,000 7,925 -38.5 360 10.63 0.3552] 04325 509
25,000 7,620 -345 376 11.10 03711 0 4481 602
24,000 7,315 325 393 11.60 0.3876| 0.4842 G604
23,000 7,010 -306 410 1211 04046 04806 607
22,000 6,708 -28.6 428 12.64 04223 04976 609
21,000 6,401 -26.6 446 13.18 0.4406| 0.5150 611
20,000 6,096 -24 6 466 13.75 04595 05328 614
19,000, 5,791 226 485 14.34 0.4791 0.5511 616
18,000, 5,486 207 506 14 94 04994/ 05699 619
17,000, 5,182 -18.7 527 1657 05203 0.5892 621
16,000, 4 877 -16.7 549 16.22 05420 06090 624
15,000, 4 572 -14.7 572 16.89 0.5643] 06292 626
14,000, 4 267 -127 595 17.58 05875 06500 628
13,000, 3,962 -10.8 619 18.29 06113 06713 631
12,000, 3,658 -8.8 G44 19.03 06360 08932 633
11,000, 3,353 68 670 19.79 06614 07156 636
10,000, 3,048 -4.8 697 20.58 06877 0.7385 G638
9,000 2743 -28 724 2139 07148 07620 640
8,000 2,438 -0.8 753 2222 0.7428| 0.7860 G643
7,000 2134 1.1 782 2309 07716 08106 645
8,000, 1,829 31 812 2398 08014 08359 647
5,000 1,524 51 843 24.90 0.8320 0.8617 650
4 000 1,219 71 875 2584 08637 08881 652
3,000 914 91 908 26.82 0.8962 0.9151 654
2,000 610 1.0 942 2782 09298 09428 656
1,000 305 13.0 977 28.86 0.9644| 09711 659
0 0 15.0 1013 20.92 1.0000[  1.0000 661
-1,000 -305 17.0 1050 31.02 1.0366) 1.0295 664
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